GLC Watershed Education Program (school & civic component, revised)

I. Develop and Implement School & Civic Watershed Education Programs

A. School Education Program – The Conservancy as a resource
1. Groundwater Models (Grades 5-12)
a) The best use of Conservancy staff resources is to act as a resource for area teachers. Because the groundwater models can be used in a multitude of capacities (not just watershed education), the groundwater models will act as the Conservancy’s introduction as a reliable resource for environmental education, especially as it relates to the Geneva Lake Watershed. 
b) Interested schools will be allowed to use available models (4)  on a loaner basis. 
c) The teachers will be trained on how to use the models 
d) Teachers will also be provided with educational resources for their use in the classroom:

(1) Narrative relating the groundwater model to Geneva Lake (in progress)
(2) Take-home worksheet for students re: what they can do to help reserve groundwater.

(3) Sample lesson plans, glossary and Groundwater Model manual
(4) National Teaching standard guidelines for the models
2. “Watershed in a Box” materials (Grades K-12)
a) Following the successful implementation of the groundwater model loaner program, and with a successful fundraising effort, the Conservancy will introduce the “Watershed in a Box” classroom resource

b) The “Watershed in a Box” materials are resource boxes that will go to every interested science teacher in the Geneva Lake watershed. 

c) These are to be permanent fixtures in the classroom, with materials replenished by the Conservancy as needed. 

d) Each box is to be customized with age-appropriate materials: 
(1) Younger students (K-4): The Lorax book and movie (Dr. Seuss, 1977)
(2) Older students (5-12): LaMotte Watershed Tour testing kit and lesson plan guides 
(3) All Students: Circles of Fun activity CD, Driprial Pursuit, Puddle Pictures (Pictionary), Water Poetry magnets, Making Discoveries classroom activity guide, sample lesson plans and activity ideas 
3. Take-home folders (Grades K- 12)
a) The take home folders are an additional classroom resource that will run concurrently with the “Watershed in a Box” materials. 

b) A folder will be made available for each student in a classroom that also contains a “Watershed in a Box” resource kit.

c) These folders are meant to supplement classroom education and/or in the event of time constraints replace classroom education.

d) Each folder will contain: 

(1) Watershed Workbook (grades k-4)/Groundwater: A Hidden Resource (grades 5-12)

(2) A map of the Geneva Lake Watershed

(3) A water cycle map

(4) “If water cost as much as gas” worksheet

(5) Watershed Mad Libs (in progress)

(6) “Find the Headwaters” activity

(7) Another activity based off the Geneva Lake Watershed narrative (in progress).
4. Field trips and Community service opportunities

a) Third phase of the School education program to be conducted once the school resource materials are in classrooms
b) The initial stages of this phase of the education program will include the preparation of a list of suggested field trips and community service opportunities. These can be conducted on lands that the Conservancy owns or on public parks on which the conservancy maintains an easement. 

c) Eventually, it is hoped that this phase of the education program can be conducted in conjunction with the Outdoor Education programs required by area schools.
B. Civic Watershed Education Program
1. Research and develop model based on successful outreach programs

2. Present Watershed Education Program and distribute educational materials to a minimum of 3 community social and civic group meetings per year to encourage responsible stewardship

a) Create and use power-point presentation

b) Distribute materials

