
CONSERVANCY RECEIVES LARGE LAND 

DONATION FOR ‘HIGH TREES’ WILDLIFE REFUGE 
The Geneva Lake Conservancy this spring received the largest land donation in its history through a 

life estate granted by Marjorie “Jorie” Lueloff Friedman.  

The 67-acre estate ‘High Trees’ was owned by Marjorie, Chicago’s first female 

news anchor, and her late husband Richard Friedman, an internationally renowned 

attorney. They used it as a weekend retreat and summer home for more than 40 

years.  

The property will be designated as a wildlife refuge with limited public access 

through educational tours led by GLC staff.  

It is located in the LuLu Lake State Natural Area near East Troy. A Wisconsin 

State Natural Area is a group of properties with special biodiversity significance due 

to the presence of rare species, unique natural communities, important animal assemblages or other 

ecological features.  

High Trees is an extraordinary example of a rare Kettle Moraine landscape with oak woodlands, 

kettles and a rolling topography of drumlins, ridges and other unique Kettle Moraine features left by 

glaciers thousands of years ago.  

“This beautiful property is habitat to more than a dozen rare species and is 

adjacent to or near land owned by the DNR and The Nature Conservancy,” 

said Karen Yancey, Executive Director. “While we will manage the property 

to support the more than 500 wildlife species that need its unique habitat to 

survive, we will also be offering several tours each year to the public, scout 

groups, schools and others interested in learning more about the preservation 

of this important Kettle Moraine landscape.” 

Under the life estate, Jorie Friedman will continue to use the property until 

she dies or decides to vacate the property for other reasons.  

The Conservancy staff will be working with her to write a history of the 

property, which includes the main house that dates from 1867 as well as 

several historic outbuildings that may be moved to the nearby Old World 

Wisconsin. There is also a sculpture garden, pond and several small barns for the llamas, donkeys and 

other animals that the Friedmans raised on the property. 

Jorie and Richard Friedman. 
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High Trees Land Donation, continued from page 1  

“Jorie’s love of animals and Richard’s desire to preserve the wooded ravines he loved to hike on were 

really the impetus for this gift to the Conservancy,” said her sister, Caroline Williams, who assisted with 

the land donation. “She wanted to ensure that the homes of the wildlife were protected forever and that 

the spectacular oak woodlands would not be destroyed by future development.” 

The Conservancy will be honoring Jorie Friedman at its July 25 Summer Fundraiser at Yerkes 

Observatory. She will receive the Allen C. Hermansen Conservation Leadership Award.  

“We are so grateful to Jorie and her family for working with the Conservancy to preserve this 

wonderful property,” said Kevin Brunner, Chair of the Land Protection Committee.  
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GLC LAUNCHES OAK CONTEST AND SALE 

Enter one of three categories: Oldest Oak Tree, Most Beautiful Oak Tree, and Tree associated with the 

Best Story. Winners will be announced at the Conservancy’s December Annual Meeting on December 14 

and will receive a plaque and one hour free consultation from a tree expert on their oak tree.  

Entries Due by September 30 

____ Oldest Oak Tree— please provide age and circumference of the tree 3 feet from the ground 

____ Most Beautiful Oak Tree— please provide a digital photo of your tree 

____ Tree Associate with the Best Story— please share your tree’s story in 500 words or less 

 

Name: _________________________________  Email: _________________________________________ 

Phone: ___________________________  Address of Tree’s Location: ____________________________ 

Person submitting entry must be owner of property on which tree is located or be entering a tree located on municipal or other public land.  

GLC Oak Tree Order Form— Deadline for ordering is September 30. Pickup is      

October 10 or 11 or by appointment.  

Oak trees are known as ‘ecosystem heroes’ as they play an essential role in our ecosystem while  

providing food and shelter for wildlife, help clean air and water, stabilize soil, and sequester carbon. 

Trees are $100.00 each and proceeds benefit the Conservancy’s restoration efforts. Trees will 

come with planting instructions, a wire cage, and be approximately 3-4 feet tall in 5 gallon pots.  

_____Swamp White Oak (Quercus bicolor) - Prefers acidic, moist, well-drained soil. Height at maturity: 

50-60 feet.  

_____Bur Oak (Quercus macrocarpa) - Prefers dry, alkaline soil that is well-drained. Height at         

maturity: 70-80 feet. 

Both species require at least 6 hours of direct sunlight per day. Pickup is at the Geneva Lake          

Conservancy, 398 Mill Street, Fontana, WI. Order from our website or send your check made out to the 

Geneva Lake Conservancy and this form to PO BOX 588, Fontana, WI 53125. 

Name: ________________________Email: ________________________Phone: ________________________ 



ATTEND AN AUTUMN GATHERING WITH AUTHOR DAN EGAN 

Dan Egan, author of The Devil’s Element: Phosphorus and a World Out of 

Balance and The Death and Life of the Great Lakes, a New York Times 

bestseller, will be speaking at the Conservancy’s Autumn Gathering on 

September 6.  

Egan is a native of Green Bay and graduated from the University of 

Michigan with a history degree and from the Columbia School of Journalism. A 

reporter, Egan was with the Milwaukee Journal Sentinel and covered the Great 

Lakes from 2002 to 2021. He continuously reported on the health of the Great 

Lakes, discussing invasive species, agricultural runoff, and “dead zones” in waterways. He also was a 

Journalist at the Center for Water Policy at University of Wisconsin Milwaukee’s School of Freshwater 

Sciences.  

The Death and Life of the Great Lakes, Egan’s first book, focuses on invasive species from a scientific 

and reporting point of view. The book comprises a decade worth of reporting about one of the largest 

source of freshwater in the world, the Great Lakes.  

Egan’s second book, The Devil’s Element, discusses how important phosphorus has become in our 

society because of its role in fertilizer, and how dangerous it has become simultaneously. He investigates 

the history of discovering phosphorus and how humans have been reliant on it since, which contrasts to 

how harmful it is.   

The event will take place at Colman Woods, and will be catered by Celebration on Wells. This event 

is generously underwritten by Charles & Dianna Colman and the Geneva Lake Association. 
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JOIN THE CONSERVANCY TO KEEP IT BLUE 

     As the weather warms, Geneva Lake is getting busier with boats, 

swimmers, and water sports. The Conservancy aims to keep the lake 

healthy so it can be used recreationally for local communities and tourists. 

The Keep it Blue program focuses on decreasing an abundance of nutrients 

in the water, such as phosphorus, and does so through having homeowners 

sign a pledge.  

     By signing a pledge, homeowners commit to the following: eliminate   

fertilizer use on their property, prevent leaves from entering the             wa-

terways, stop soil erosion by planting native plants, prevent pet waste and 

soap from entering waterways, and educate friends and neighbors on the 

importance of following these steps.  

     By implementing the pledge, homeowners help reduce the amount of phosphorus that enters the 

lake. An excess in phosphorus can lead to algal blooms, which are harmful for humans, aquatic life, and 

pets that use the lake. Phosphorus is found in nature in leaves and soil, and in  other 

substances like fertilizers.  

     Keep it Blue has expanded to Lake Delavan. To sign the pledge and receive your Keep 

it Blue sign, scan the QR code or visit our website, Genevalakeconservancy.org. 

Linda Franz, a Keep it Blue supporter, 

stands proudly with her sign at her home. 



SUMMER FUN  

Summer at the Helen Rohner Children’s Fishing Park has been 

filled with catching fish, learning and creating at Nature Classes, 

and reading some wonderful books at our Story Times! 

Helen Rohner Children’s Fishing Park was donated by Jack Rohner and 

named after his late wife, Helen. His goal for the Park was to ensure that 

it would be a fun place for kids to enjoy and explore. Below are a list of 

classes that occur every summer from June to August. Sign up for these 

classes is online at Genevalakeconservancy.org. 

Fishing Lessons:  

Tuesdays, 9 & 10 AM at the Municipal Pier in the Bay 
 

Story Times:  

Thursdays, 10 AM under the Walnut Tree in the Park 
 

Nature Class:  

Fridays, 10 AM at the Barn in the Park 
 

Pictured to the right in the middle are teacher Eric Parmelee and 

kids observing the bee hive in the barn donated by board member 

Mary Constable.  

Below that is a picture of the first Purple Martin fledglings at the 

Park to hatch. There are two more nests with eggs.  
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The Conservancy launched Kid’s Club as a new 2024 program that includes 

kid’s newsletters sent June-September, a Kid’s Club t-shirt, and an end of 

the summer Kid’s Club event on Friday, August 16 at the Park.  

THE 2024 SMALL NATURE PHOTO CONTEST HAS LAUNCHED 

The annual Small Nature Photo Contest is now accepting submissions. Submit up to 5 unedited      

photos taken in Helen Rohner Children’s Fishing Park or Kishwauketoe Nature Conservancy to                                

outreach@genevalakeconservancy.org.  

Photos must be submitted by Monday, August 12. Age categories are 4-8, 8-12, 13-21,and 22+. First 

places winners in each category receive $150, 2nd place receives $100, and third place receives $50. Join 

participants for a reception at Green Grocer on August 22 from 5-6 PM.  

Pictured above are 

kids in Nature class. 

Below, a caught fish is 

proudly displayed. 

Pictures from left to right: Eleanore O’Donnel (8), Tabitha Schafer (11), David Deis (Adult).  



THE CONSERVANCY WELCOMES NEW BOARD MEMBERS 

Tom Gray was born in Mississippi, on a farm spanning over 400 acres. The farm 

cultivated everything from corn to cotton to pigs. He ended up in Chicago, playing a 

pivotal role in easing tensions between boaters and anglers on the lakefront. As part of 

the Mayor’s Fishing Advisory Committee, he addressed conflicts and fostered better 

relations between these groups. Gray has been involved in other exciting projects such 

as Bronzeville, a historic neighborhood on Chicago’s South Side, including a multi-

phase project on the former Michael Reese Hospital site with a 50% African-American 

development team, making it a groundbreaking initiative. From Mississippi’s farmland 

to Chicago’s bustling lakefront, Gray’s journey has been one of service, community, and meaningful 

connections.  

Mark Licht has lived his whole life in Lake Geneva. In 1974, He graduated from 

Drake University with a degree in marketing/retailing. His family has owned J C 

Licht paint since 1907. Between 1975-1997 the company was owned by Mark and his 

brother. He has been on the Water Safety Patrol board for over 20 years and the 

Covenant Harbor Board for 5 years. His wife, Dawn Marie Mancuso co-owns Clear 

Waters Salon and Day Spa and Green Grocer Deli in Williams Bay. Licht’s winter 

home is in Florida, and he is currently constructing a home in the 700 Club. His hobbies include golfing, 

fishing, and boating. Licht says that Lake Geneva has provided his family “an incredible lifestyle based 

on natural beauty,” and feels fortunate to live here.  

John (J. D.) Olson first came to Lake Geneva in 1982. Since 2020, he has been teaching 

graduate and undergraduate courses in environmental law at the University of Wisconsin-

Whitewater (UW-W). This follows a 30-year career as a corporate and environmental 

attorney in Michigan, Texas, and Saudi Arabia, finishing with posts as General Counsel 

for Sadara Chemical Company and Hemlock Semiconductor. Olson has lived in Villa Park, 

Guadalajara, and New York City. From there, he went to Illinois Wesleyan University, 

where he met his wife, then attended law school at Washington University. He serves on 

the board of the Environmental Education Foundation and is faculty advisor to the UW-W 

student chapter of Ducks Unlimited. His teaching includes environmental law, business law and ethics.  
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KIERA THEYS PROMOTED TO DIRECTOR OF LAND PROTECTION  

     Kiera Theys, Land Protection Manager, has been promoted to Director of Land          

Protection. Theys is a 2019 graduate of the University of Wisconsin-Whitewater,          

majoring in environmental science. She joined the Conservancy as its first summer      

intern at Helen Rohner Children’s Fishing Park in 2018.  

     As Land Protection Manager, she has been responsible for annual monitoring on the 

Conservancy’s 50 properties as required under the Conservancy’s Land Trust Alliance 

accreditation.   She also supervises the organization’s stewardship and restoration      

projects on its owned land and completes the Baseline Documents for conservation easements      

     “Kiera is a talented environmental professional who we are fortunate to have on the GLC team. In 

her new position, she will be balancing the needs of the 50+ properties that GLC owns and manages. 

She will also be developing her skills in land acquisition and other land conservation tools that the GLC 

employs to accomplish its mission,” said Kevin Brunner, Land Protection Committee Chair.  



THE CONSERVANCY WELCOMES NEW STAFF MEMBERS 

     Hannah Abram is our summer intern at Helen Rohner Children’s 

Fishing Park. She is obtaining her degree at the University of Wisconsin-

Madison in environmental studies and life science communications. She has 

lived in the Lake Geneva area for most of her life and loves the great aspects 

of nature that the area provides. From going on walks with her dog, to 

reading on her porch to swimming in the lake, Abram has always found a 

great bond with nature. In her future, she looks forward to working in the 

environmental/sustainability field. She is excited to learn more during her 

time with the Conservancy.  

Carol Elkins has been a Conservation@Home consultant for the Conservancy 

since 2021 and formally joined the staff as our part-time Conservation 

Program Specialist in 2024. Her current and past endeavors include work with 

the McHenry County Conservation Foundation and a long career with 

American Express Global Business Travel. Elkins is a University of Wisconsin 

Master Naturalist, an Ambassador for the Xerces Society of Invertebrate 

Conservation, and the Chair of the City of Crystal Lake’s Sustainability 

Committee. She grew up with a family home in Williams Bay and is thrilled to 

be helping to protect Geneva Lake and Walworth 

County as part of the GLC team.  

Jaden Nickelsen will be a senior at UW-Whitewater this Fall and is 

extremely grateful for his opportunity to be our Land Protection Specialist. He 

is currently pursuing a professional writing and publishing major, 

accompanied by an environmental studies minor. Nickelson loves most outdoor 

activites. Outside of work, he loves to golf with friends. In the future, he hopes 

to find a perfect balance that integrates his English skills and environmental 

studies with the experience he has at the Conservancy. As Land Protection 

Specialist, he will be completing restoration and stewardship projects on the Conservancy’s fee-owned 

properties.  
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LEAVE A GIFT: JOIN GLC’S LEGACY CIRCLE 

Legacy Circle members are benefactors who have made their planned 

gift intentions known to the Geneva Lake Conservancy.  The responsibility 

of caring for all the beautiful lands we protect in Walworth County is  

timeless. GLC values and needs your support to uphold our obligation to 

protect our treasured lakes and lands. Including GLC in your estate     

planning allows you to have a lasting impact.  

Members are invited to attend special Conservancy events and are recognized in Conservancy donor 

listings. Please let us know if you would like to include GLC in your estate planning— we would love to 

welcome you to the Circle.  

We come and go but the land is always here.  And the people who live it and understand it are the   

people who love it...— Willa Cather  



GENEVA LAKE’S WATER QUALITY DISCUSSED BY VICE CHAIR 

     This article by Tom Nickols, GLC Vice Chair, was featured in the July 4th issue of the Lake Geneva 

Regional News. Look for future “Keep It Blue” columns authored 

by the Conservancy and guest columnists.  

     Local algae blooms, invasive aquatic plants, eroding 

shorelines, excessive noise from boat traffic… these are just some 

of the concerns expressed by stakeholders in the Geneva Lake 

watershed as part of a survey completed for the 2024 Update to 

the Geneva Lake Management Plan.  

     As a result the Geneva Lake Conservancy (GLC), who is 

leading the Update, worked with the Southeast Wisconsin 

Regional Plan Commission (SEWRPC) to organize focus groups 

this spring to discuss both water quality and boat traffic concerns.  

     At the May 20th Focus Groups participants were told that phosphorus levels, which had been rising 

through 2022, has seen a drop in the last two years, which may be due to the initiatives taken by the 

Water Alliance For Geneva Lake and property owners in the watershed. More than 40 buffer strips and 

rain gardens have been planted near the lake shore to absorb pollutants and some homeowners have 

adopted more ecologically friendly lawn care practices recommended through the GLC’s 

Conservation@Home program. In addition, point source polluters like gravel pits have been forced by 

the DNR to stop sand and sediment from flowing into the lake.  

     But we cannot let down our vigilance. In 2017, Geneva Lake reported its first lake-wide algae bloom 

in many decades. Since then, lake users have increasingly reported local algae blooms in areas of the 

lake. 

     Phosphorus is the pollutant responsible for the highest percentage of impaired waterways in 

Wisconsin. Small increases in phosphorus can fuel substantial increases in aquatic plant and algae 

growth, which in turn can reduce recreational uses, property values and public health. The number of 

polluted waterways in Wisconsin is up 70 percent since 

2008, increasing from 738 to 1,258.  

     Phosphorus pollution is difficult to address because it 

comes from so many different sources: leaves and lawn 

waste, agricultural runoff, lawn fertilizers, septic systems, 

soil and sediment, pet and wildlife waste and soaps and 

shampoos. 

     When completed in 2024, the Geneva Lake Management 

Plan update will provide a road map with assignments to 

all the different organizations involved in Geneva Lake on 

how they can preserve the lake’s water quality by reducing 

phosphorus levels and other pollutants, and the lake’s 

recreational uses in the decades ahead. 

The plan is funded by a grant from the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources, as well as 

donations from the Otzen Family Foundation, Charles and Dianna Colman and an anonymous donor. 
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Photo of Geneva lake by Pam Lindley. 

Picture of Focus Group on May 20th. 
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